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Regulatory reference

Ofqual General Conditions of Recognition
Condition D9 Welsh Medium Qualifications

Objective
To provide detail of why ETA qualifications approved and designated on the
Qualifications Wales (QiW)framework will not be available in the Welsh language.

Scope

This document outlines the ETA approach to consideration of use of the Welsh
language and the decision taken due to the nature of the qualifications, not to
develop these in the Welsh language.

Background and Strategy

QiW Condition D9 states that an awarding organisation must publish, maintain,
and comply with a policy statement which indicates whether it makes available, or
proposes to make available qualifications in Welsh.

The ETA gqualifications currently approved and designated on QIW are all to
underpin entry to a Military occupational area. The military operates in a highly
operational and dynamic environment where clear and effective communication
is critical to success. The majority of military training and qualifications are
standardised to ensure consistency and uniformity across all branches and units.
Currently, the primary language of instruction and use in the military is English,
which reflects the need for a common language that is understood by all
personnel regardless of their regional or linguistic backgrounds.

While the Welsh language is an important part of cultural identity for many, its use
in military qualifications may pose challenges with real potential for
miscommunication which could have serious consequences. Ensuring that all
personnel receive training and instructions in a single, widely understood
language minimises the risk of misunderstandings and danger.

ETA has therefore concluded that while the Welsh language holds significant
cultural value, the nature of military operations necessitates a standardised
approach to qualifications that prioritises operational efficiency and
communication clarity, which is best achieved through the use of English as the
primary language of instruction and it will therefore not be developing these
particular qualifications using the Welsh language.

Should additional qualifications outside of the Military arena be developed by ETA
and submitted to QiW for approval and designation in the future, consideration
will be given to developing these as Welsh medium qualifications in accordance
with QiW Condition D9.



